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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . this office action is in response to application 1 0688912 filed on 1 0/21/2003. 
Claims 1-16 are pending In the office action. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following Informalities: Page 13 line 
4 reads "for example , to urge the use to change the parameters and re-read the first 
feature information." Examiner believes this line was meant to be for example, to urge 
the user to change the parameters and re-read the first feature information." Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5,1 3 are objected to because of the following infonnalities: Lines 3-4 of 
claim 5 recites "the second feature information are the sake kind of feature infomiation". 
Examiner believes that this line was meant to be the second feature information are the 
same kind of feature information. Examiners assertion is based upon claim 8, which is a 
substantial duplicate of claims 5 and 13. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 

6182076 (hereinafter Yu) in view of US 20030061233 (hereinafter Man). 

As for claim 1 Yu discloses: an acquiring section to acquire first feature 
information (See column 5 line 66 - column 6 line 3);; and a registering section to 
register the first feature information in the database together with accessory information 
related to said feature information (See column 9 lines 55-60 note: getting data is part of 
the enrollment process). 

While Yu does not differ substantially from the claimed invention the disclosure of 
an extracting section to extract, from a database which registers feature information in 
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correspondence each user, a user corresponding to feature information having a degree 
of matching exceeding a predetermined value with respect to the first feature 
information is not necessarily explicit. Man however does disclose an extracting section 
to extract, from a database which registers feature information in correspondence each 
user, a user corresponding to feature information having a degree of matching 
exceeding a predetermined value with respect to the first feature information (See 
paragraph 0029). It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art to have incorporated the teachings of Man into the system of Yu. The 
modification would have been obvious because biometric samples are compared to 
large sets of data and users and this is method to perform the comparisons efficiently 
and quickly (See Man paragraph 0006). 

As for claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Man discloses: 
a control section to output a message urging changing of parameters indicating feature 
information reading conditions and re-reading of the first feature information (See 
paragraph 0056 note: additional processing) if a number of the feature information 
having the degree of matching exceeding the predetermined value exceeds a specific 
value, so as to acquire the re-read first feature information by said acquiring section 
(See paragraph 0057). 

As for claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Yu discloses: a 
control section to urge the user to read second feature information and acquire the read 
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second feature information by said acquiring section (See column 6 lines 15-20 noting 
the use of multiple feature infomiation). While Man discloses: if a number of the feature 
information having the degree of matching exceeding the predetermined value exceeds 
a specific value (See paragraph 0033). 

As for claim 4 the rejection of claim 3 is incorporated, and further Yu discloses: 
wherein said registering section registers the second feature infomiation (See column 6 
lines 45-50 note: there are multiple biometric parameters). 

As for claim 5, the rejection of claim 3 is incorporated, and further Yu discloses: 
wherein the first feature information and the second feature infomiation are the same 
kind of feature information or mutually different kinds of feature information (See column 
6 lines 9-14). 

As for claim 6 Yu discloses: an acquiring section to acquire personal 
identification information and feature information of a user (See column 4 lines 11-15 
and column 5 line 66 - column 6 line 3); a obtaining section to read, from a database 
having registered feature information in correspondence with at least personal 
identification information, registered feature information and accessory information 
respectively corresponding to the acquired personal identification information (See 
column 9 lines 55-62), and to obtain a degree of matching of the acquired feature 
information and the registered feature information read from the database; and a 
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confirming section to confirm the user identified by tlie acquired personal identification 
infomiation,(See column 10 lines 10-15) 

While Yu does not differ substantially from the claimed invention the disclosure of 
if a degree of matching of the registered feature information read from the database and 
each registered feature information corresponding to personal identification information 
indicated by the accessory information read from the database is smaller than the 
degree of matching obtained by said obtaining section is not necessarily explicit. Man 
however does disclose if a degree of matching of the registered feature infomiation read 
from the database and each registered feature information corresponding to personal 
identification information indicated by the accessory Information read from the database 
is smaller than the degree of matching obtained by said obtaining section (See 
paragraph 0029). It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art to have incorporated the teachings of Man into the system of Yu. The 
modification would have been obvious because biometric samples are compared to 
large sets of data and users and this is method to perform the comparisons efficiently 
and quickly (See Man paragraph 0006). 

As for claim 7 Yu discloses: an acquiring section to acquire first and second 
feature information of a user (See column 5 line 66 - column 6 line 3);, specific 
accessory information corresponding to the first registered feature information having a 
degree of matching which is a maximum value with respect to the acquired first feature 
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information (See column 9 lines 55-65); and a confirming section to confirm the user if a 
degree of matching of the acquired second feature information and the second 
registered feature information registered in the database in correspondence with the 
first registered feature information having the degree of matching which is the maximum 
value is greater than a degree of matching of the acquired second feature information 
and the second registered feature information corresponding to the specific accessory 
information (See column 10 lines 10-20) 



While Yu does not differ substantially from the claimed invention the disclosure of 
an extracting section to extract, from a database which registers first and second 
registered feature information together with accessory information related to 
predetermined users for which a degree of matching of the first registered feature 
information exceeds a predetermined value is not necessarily explicit. Man however, 
does disclose: an extracting section to extract, from a database which registers first and 
second registered feature information together with accessory information related to 
predetermined users for which a degree of matching of the first registered feature 
information exceeds a predetermined value (See paragraph 0029). It would have been 
obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the pertinent art to have incorporated the 
teachings of Man into the system of Yu. The modification would have been obvious 
because biometric samples are compared to large sets of data and users and this is 
method to perform the comparisons efficiently and quickly (See Man paragraph 0006). 
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As for claim 8, the rejection of claim 7 is incorporated, and further Yu discloses: 
wherein the first feature information and the second feature infonnation are the same 
kind of feature information or mutually different kinds of feature information (See column 
6 lines 9-14). 

Claims 9-13 are computer readable storage medium claims corresponding to 
apparatus claims 1-5 respectively, and are thus rejected for the same reasons as set 
forth in the rejections of claims 1-5. 

As for claim 14 Yu discloses: an acquiring procedure causing the computer to 
acquire personal identification information and feature information of a user (See 
column 9 lines 55-60); and a confirming procedure causing the computer to confirm the 
user identified by the acquired personal identification information if a degree of matching 
of the registered feature information reads from the corresponding to personal 
identification information indicated by the accessory information read from the database 
is smaller than the degree of matching obtained by said obtaining section (See column 
10 lines 10-15). 

While yu does not differ substantially from the claimed invention the disclosure of 
a obtaining procedure causing the computer to read from a database having registered 
feature information in correspondence with at least personal identification information, 
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registered feature information and accessory information respectively corresponding to 
the acquired personal identification information, and to obtain a degree of matching of 
the acquired feature information and the registered feature information read from the 
database is not necessarily explicit. Man however does disclose a obtaining procedure 
causing the computer to read from a database having registered feature information in 
correspondence with at least personal identification information, registered feature 
information and accessory information respectively corresponding to the acquired 
personal identification information, and to obtain a degree of matching of the acquired 
feature information and the registered feature information read from the database (See 
paragraph 0029). It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art to have incorporated the teachings of Man into the system of Yu. The 
modification would have been obvious because biometric samples are compared to 
large sets of data and users and this is method to perform the comparisons efficiently 
and quickly (See Man paragraph 0006). 

As for claim 15 Yu discloses: an acquiring procedure causing the computer to 
acquire first and second feature information of a user (See column 9 lines 55-60). 

and a confirming procedure causing the computer to confirm the user if a degree 
of matching of the acquired second feature information and the second registered 
feature information registered in the database in correspondence with the first 
registered feature information having the degree. of matching which is the maximum 



Application/Control Number: 10/688.912 * Page 10 

Art Unit: 2166 

value is greater than a degree of matching of the acquired second feature information 
and the second registered feature information corresponding to the specific accessory 
information (See column 1 1 lines 10-20). While Yu does not differ substantially from the 
claimed invention the disclosure of an extracting procedure causing the computer to 
extract, from a database which registers first and second registered feature information 
together with accessory information related to predetermined users for which a degree 
of matching of the first registered feature infomiation exceeds a predetermined value, 
specific accessory information corresponding to the first registered feature information 
having a degree of matching which is a maximum value with respect to the acquired first 
feature information is note necessarily explicit. Man however does discloses: an 
extracting procedure causing the computer to extract, from a database which registers 
first and second registered feature information together with accessory information 
related to predetermined users for which a degree of matching of the first registered 
feature information exceeds a predetermined value, specific accessory information 
corresponding to the first registered feature information having a degree of matching 
which is a maximum value with respect to the acquired first feature information (See 
paragraph 0033) 

As for claim 16, the rejection of claim 15 is incorporated, and further Yu 
discloses: wherein the first feature information and the second feature information are 
the same kind of feature information or mutually different kinds of feature information 
(See column 6 lines 9-14). 
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Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Leon J. Harper whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0759. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 4:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomriation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Leon J. Harper 

May 30, 2006 

HOSAIN ALAM 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



